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WALKING FORWARD TOGETHER
The Old Testament book of Joshua opens
with God choosing Joshua to succeed
Moses as leader of the Israelites, repeatedly
challenging him to “be strong and
courageous” and to not be terrified or
discouraged because He—Yahweh—
promised to go with Joshua wherever he
went (1:9). God’s faithfulness is
demonstrated over and over again in the
journey of His people, the Israelites: When
they needed rescued, He demonstrated
His strength to Pharaoh through plagues
and wonders; when they were hungry,
manna rained down from heaven to
nourish them; when they needed
guidance, He provided a pillar of fire by
night and a cloud by day; and when they
needed order, He gave the law. Their
journey was long, discouraging, and
dangerous, but God was faithful to the
Israelites over and over.

needed and cried out for God’s steadfast
love and perfect direction.

We, too, like the Israelites, are the
beneficiaries of God’s faithfulness—in our
families, churches, communities, and
beloved schools. Our journey wasn’t as
treacherous or arduous, but it was often
tinged with uncertainty, and we, too,

Phil Puleo, MBA

With a successful first year as a unified
Christian School District behind us, we can
collectively attest that “not one of all the
good promises the Lord your God gave
[us] has failed” (Joshua 23:14).
This document, our first-ever CSAGH
Annual Report, serves as an altar of sorts—a
place where we figuratively stack stones of
remembrance to remind us of all that God
accomplished in and through this
community in the 2017-18 academic year.
As you’ll read, we have much to celebrate!
Please join me in remembering God’s
faithfulness and confidently and joyfully
anticipating the good works He will
continue to do in the lives of our students!

CSAGH

AT A GLANCE

614

129

STUDENTS

EMPLOYEES

In His Service,

CSAGH Superintendent

145

CHURCHES

(REPRESENTED ACROSS STUDENTS)

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go.” - Joshua 1:9
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$1.5 FINANCIAL AID
MILLION AWARDED

ACADEMIC
The combination of curious students and talented educators
creates vibrant educational communities at HCS and WSCA.
Since grades are only one measure of students’ success,
curricula and opportunities are sought and implemented to
meet student needs, uphold (and often exceed) state-required
education standards, challenge academically gifted students,
and prepare students for their unique futures.
• WSCA launched a cross-curricular STEM Challenge
Program (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) for
elementary-aged students. Through early exposure to
creative investigations and projects, students learn to
question, predict, explore, observe, investigate, create, and
reflect while developing important critical-thinking and
problem-solving skills.
• Student test scores from both campuses are higher than
the national averages in every category—reading, language,
and math—on the standard student achievement
measurement exams we utilize, including TerraNova and
DIBELS (for grades K-7), PSAT/NMSQT (for grades 8-11), and
SATs.
• WSCA Senior Reagan Werner was recognized as a National
Merit Finalist, putting her in the company of an elite group
of academically talented students from across the United
States.
• Master Teacher Dr. Penny Clawson, Lancaster Bible College,
served as CSAGH Instructional Coach, providing
collaborative professional development and instructional
coaching to assist faculty with practical strategies for
engaging students and improving their learning.
• HCS and WSCA worked together to adopt a new Big Idea
Math Curriculum for implementation at both campuses. Big
Idea is the most comprehensive and sequential math
program from kindergarten through Algebra and provides a
multitude of resources to enhance the student learning
experience.
• HCS senior Samantha Dyer was selected as one of 20 of the
PennLive/Patriot-News “Best and Brightest” in Central
Pennsylvania graduating seniors.

• Students earned more than 200 dual
enrollment credits through courses at local
colleges and universities while also enrolled
at their home high school.
• HCS and WSCA seniors earned more than
$1 million in scholarships at colleges and
universities around the country. Three HCS
students received full scholarships at the
colleges of their choice.
• Alia Probst, a freshman at HCS, was
published in the March issue of “Shutter,” a
leading magazine for professional
photographers. Probst wrote the article
during her J-Term course, Freelance Writing.
• A diligent working group comprised of
CSAGH board members, administrators, and
parents began efforts to unify foundational
statements so that the schools’ mission,
identity, core values, and faith statements are
the same.

• Administrators adopted a unified academic framework that
includes standard graduation requirements, grading scales,
and guidelines for grade calculation across both campuses.
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LEADERSHIP

When introducing the first iPhone to the world more
than a decade ago, Apple Founder and CEO Steve Jobs
once said, “I think this is the start of something
really big…sometimes that first step is the
hardest one, and we’ve just taken it.” The CSAGH
leadership team—from board members to administrative
staff to school principals—took that first step with Godly
confidence, pouring their talent, energy, and past
experiences into ensuring that students were educated
and equipped to expand God’s Kingdom in their hearts,
in central Pennsylvania, and around the world. God
blessed CSAGH with leaders dedicated to Christian
education and to serving our students.

$75,000 $90,000
RACE

BENEFIT
GALA

ANNUAL FUND

$290,323
$502,100
EDUCATION
TAX CREDITS
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• Administrative teams were established with the
appointment of Paul Beardmore (WSCA middle and
upper school principal), Jo Ellen Bechtel and Christy
Gwinn (HCS Elementary School Co-Principals), and Joe
Shirvinski (WSCA Elementary Principal). This team joins
Superintendent Phil Puleo and HCS Campus Principal
Clint Davis to provide outstanding leadership to both
campuses.
• The Pennsylvania Affiliate of the Council of American Private
Education recognized Superintendent Phil Puleo as an
Administrator of the Year for modeling outstanding
educational leadership to the teachers, schools, and
communities he serves.
• The first CSAGH Association Meeting including families
from both Harrisburg Christian School and West Shore
Christian Academy was held January 22. Five new board
members were elected to serve on the CSAGH Board of
Directors.

GENEROSITY
A steadfast effort is underway continuously to cultivate
financial gifts for CSAGH. By partnering with donors, we
are better able to meet needs for everything from
technology improvements to facility upgrades to student
scholarships and tuition assistance. During 2017-2018,
our development efforts and organizational fundraising
allowed us to provide $1.5 million in aid to help students
receive a quality, Christian education and spread the
positive news about central Pennsylvania’s new, unified
Christian school system.

SPIRITUAL
DEVELOPMENT
In stark contrast to our secular culture, CSAGH has an
unwavering belief that the Bible is the standard that
guides how we think, speak, and act. We are steadfast in
learning the Word of God, upholding it in our lives, inviting
it to shape our interactions with others, and using it as the
lens through which we view and engage culture. In
2017-18, we united around the theme “The Transformed
Heart,” and, in the course of the year, saw incredible
spiritual fruit in our students as they invited the Lord to
change them from the inside out.

COMMUNITY
SERVICE
A culture of service exists at our schools,
and teachers across all grade levels seek
opportunities for students to serve their
community while actively learning and
practicing what it means “to love your
neighbor as yourself.” Students faithfully
and joyfully serve at a variety of local nonprofit organizations as well as
organizations serving needs abroad.

• The schools joined together for retreats tailored to
provide opportunities for students to seek God outside
their normal routines and environments. Fifth and eighth
graders went to Spruce Lake Retreat in the Poconos; sixth
and seventh grade spent a day at nearby Mount Lou San
Bible Camp; 9th and 10th graders journeyed to Camp
Ligonier in southwestern Pennsylvania; and 11th and 12th
grade toured the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.
• In March, middle and high school students gathered
together at HCS for their first combined Chapel. They
were led in worship and the preaching of God’s Word by
a team from Life Center in Harrisburg.

• In April, upper school students from
both schools served local non-profits
during a designated Day of Service.

• In March, seniors from HCS returned to the Dominican
Republic where they partnered with SCORE International
to serve the under-privileged people and children
there.

• Students at West Shore Christian
Academy donated 158 shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child, a ministry
of Samaritan’s Purse.

• Eight WSCA students traveled to Brazil in April with Push
the Rock, a sports ministry organization, where they
partnered with a missionary to teach and play sports,
share the gospel, and organize gospel-centered
activities with more than 500 students.

• During Winterim, students from WSCA
spent a week in Philadelphia serving
with the Philadelphia Project, an urban
ministry that provides services such as
free home repairs, preschool, and after
school childcare.
• Students at Harrisburg Christian School
donated 550 cans of green beans in
their Thanksgiving drive for the
Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg.
• Mrs. Lehigh’s 2nd grade class at WSCA
participated each month in an outreach
to the residents at Country Meadows
Nursing Home in Mechanicsburg.
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CO-CURRICULAR
Education is more than what happens in the classroom. By participating in co-curricular activities, students put
their talents and interests into practice—whether wiring complex robotics, performing challenging musical
pieces, achieving a personal best in athletics, or articulating a complex argument before a panel of judges.

FINE ARTS

• Both schools staged successful musical productions: Harrisburg Christian School presented
“Shrek: The Musical” and West Shore Christian Academy performed “Seussical.”
• HCS Junior Kyle LaRue received a Spirit of the Theatre Award at the Apollo Awards, a local
recognition for high school students in their musical and play productions. HCS Freshman
Lexi Burns also received an honorable mention for Best Supporting Actress.

CLUBS &
ORGANIZATIONS
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• The WSCA Forensics team finished first place in their District for the second year in a row,
besting local schools with much bigger teams! Fourteen WSCA students qualified for
state competition.
• Thriving Robotics programs are underway at both HCS and WSCA. Both teams
competed at the Vex Robotics Competition where the HCS middle school team won for
best design. Additionally, WSCA had a high school team qualify for the state tournament.

ATHLETICS
• HCS Head Varsity Soccer Coach Jodi DeLong was
n a m e d N at i o n a l C h r i s t i a n S c h o o l A t h l e t i c
Association's National Coach of the Year and HCS
junior Anna Cardillo was named National Player of the
Year and First Team All-American by the National
Christian School Athletic Association for Varsity Girls
Soccer. Cardillo was also named to the Pennsylvania
All-State Soccer Team by the PA Soccer Coaches
Association.
• The WSCA Boys’ Basketball Team finished their season
undefeated in Commonwealth Christian Athletic
Conference (CCAC) play.
• The HCS Lady Knight Varsity Girls’ Basketball Team
earned their eighth consecutive trip to the CCAC
Championship game and fifth trip to the PIAA State
Playoffs.
• WSCA Track and Field Teams had a successful showing
in the CCAC Championship meet. The Boys’ Team took
first place, and the Girls’ Team finished second place.
• WSCA Senior Brian Glenn won five district medals and
then two state medals in the triple and long jumps.

“An athlete is not crowned unless he
competes according to the rules.”
2 Timothy 2:5
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